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“Like anything,” Murray continued, talking about the Blue Link, “there’s an intial
outlay. But we have to start someplace. If we start using solar now, the unit
prices will come down quickly.”

Murray speaks passionately about the shift away from traditional methods of
electricity production, such as coal, oil and nuclear power, and towards
alternative like solar.
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“What the Blue Link means to the State House,” Murray said, “is that | am
planting a shade tree under which | will never sit.” It is Murray’s hope that
enough people will begin using the Blue Link option that it will actually shut
down coal burning plants.

The Blue Link system works in such
a way that as people connect their
personal unit to the grid, they all
combine to become, in a sense, their
own power plant adding clean
electricity to the power grid via
sunshine.

“If we had 10 million households in
the US with Blue Link,” Inoue said,
“we could shut down 300 coal
burning plants.”

The Blue Link unit is warrantied for
25 years but expected to last 75 to 80
years, with less than 20 percent
degradation. At today’s electricity |
rates, the Blue Link pays for itself 10 |
times over during its lifetime. K

With the Blue Link at the State House |
switched on last week in honor of
Earth Day, Inoue and Murray hope
that they have started a wave.

Governor Baldacci and Alden Coldrek - grandson ofr
. The Solar Market's Naoto Inoue - celebrate after
“How can we not do this?” Murray "throwing the switch" on the State House's Blue Link

said. “You plop the unit in your yard, System.
plug it in and it back-feeds energy to Salor Market photo
your house. Your meter starts moving backwards!”

For his part, Baldacci accepted the citizen’s challenge, and also switched over
his office lights to the more energy efficient compact fluorescents. Baldacci also
made a Solar Governor’s Challenge, urging governors across the country to
focus more on renewable energy.

The wave Inoue and Murray have hoped for seems to be building: a group in
New Hampshire is currently raising money to purchase a Blue Link for its State
House.
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